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and women who have fought along our
side and there are American men and
women in uniform who are alive today
because a lot of those Afghans put
their lives on the line.”

At that same hearing, Marine Corps
Commandant Gen. Robert Neller also
stressed the importance of the program
and the need for Congress to extend it.
Their view is shared by our senior dip-
lomats.

Ambassador Ryan Crocker, who
served in Afghanistan from 2011 to 2012
recently wrote:

Taking care of those who took care of us is
not just an act of basic decency; it is also in
our national interest. American credibility
matters. Abandoning these allies would tar-
nish our reputation.

Well, I agree. Indeed, I think there is
overwhelming bipartisan support in
both houses of Congress for extending
the Afghan SIV program. Yet, because
of the opposition of a handful of Mem-
bers, Congress, by default, could allow
this program to expire in a matter of
months. This would put in jeopardy the
lives of thousands of Afghans who have
served alongside our fighting forces.

Make no mistake, it would also jeop-
ardize our reputation as a country that
keeps its promises and stands by those
who assist our missions. In past years,
Senators have overwhelmingly sup-
ported the authorization of additional
special immigrant visas for Afghan in-
terpreters.

On both sides of the aisle, we have
agreed that it is important to make
good on our promise to these Afghan
allies. But sadly, this year has been dif-
ferent. Several Members have objected.
It is evident to me that the anti-immi-
gration passions that have been stoked
during this Presidential campaign by
Donald Trump have contributed to this
impasse.

The irresponsible rhetoric about im-
migrants is offensive to American val-
ues and it ignores what makes America
great. Across nearly four centuries, im-
migrants have brought their energy
and talents to our country, building
the most successful and dynamic econ-
omy on Earth.

Our Nation has always been wel-
coming to immigrants. In fact, all of us
here are immigrants, unless we are Na-
tive Americans. We should be espe-
cially welcoming to those who served
alongside American soldiers and ma-
rines in combat and have been so essen-
tial to carrying out our mission in Af-
ghanistan.

The Iraq and Afghan Veterans of
America and other organizations rep-
resenting hundreds of thousands of vet-
erans of the U.S. Armed Forces re-
cently addressed a letter to Members of
Congress. In that letter, they respect-
fully but forcefully urged Congress to
reauthorize the special immigrant visa
program.

I want to quote from this letter, be-
cause I think it reflects the words of
these American veterans:

Military service instills in a person certain
values: Loyalty. Duty. Respect. Honor. In-
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tegrity. . . . Breaking our word directly vio-
lates these values. Many of us can point to a
moment when one of our foreign allies saved
our lives—often by taking up arms against
our common enemies. .. . Since our first
days in boot camp, we accepted and prac-
ticed the value: ‘‘leave no one behind.”” Keep
our word. Don’t leave anyone behind.

If we fail to extend the SIV program,
Congress will have one more oppor-
tunity and only one more opportunity
this year. That opportunity will come
in the session following the election.

We must seize this opportunity to do
the right thing for our country and for
the Afghan interpreters whose lives are
at risk. We would never leave an Amer-
ican warrior behind on the battlefield.
Likewise, we must not leave behind the
Afghan interpreters who served side by
side with our warriors and diplomats.
We made a solemn promise to these
brave people. I am going to do every-
thing I can to ensure that we keep this
promise.

I urge my colleagues, when Congress
returns in November, to join me on a
bipartisan basis for a program that has
had bipartisan support. We can extend
the Afghan Special Immigrant Visa
Program. We must do that. It is in our
national security interests to keep this
promise that we have made.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
TiLLIS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate be in a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

DIXON POLICE DEPARTMENT SAFE
PASSAGE INITIATIVE

Mr. DURBIN. In the last 2 years, I
have spoken with so many Illinoisans
about the heroin and prescription
opioid epidemic. I have heard many dif-
ferent perspectives, including those
from law enforcement, health care pro-
viders, criminal justice systems, the
pharmaceutical industry, Federal over-
sight agencies, parents, loved ones, and
recovering addicts.

I have learned that there is no town
too small and no suburb too wealthy to
avoid this crisis of addiction and over-
dose. Opioids and heroin are affecting
communities all across the country.

Last November, I travelled to Dixon,
IL, to learn about their work to com-
bat the scourge of prescription opioid
misuse. That is where I met chief of po-
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lice Danny Langloss of the Dixon Po-
lice Department, who is leading an in-
novative effort with the Lee County
Sherriff’s Department to address this
problem.

Chief Langloss told me that the town
had experienced a spike in opioid over-
dose deaths, which was quite uncom-
mon for the area. As a result, the
Dixon Police Department launched a
new plan, one that was unconventional
for law enforcement, but had proven to
be effective in other parts of the coun-
try.

They started the Safe Passage Initia-
tive, a program that promotes treat-
ment alternatives to arrest and incar-
ceration. The police department put
the word out that, if residents suffering
from addiction came forward for help
and turned in their drug paraphernalia,
they would be assisted in finding addic-
tion treatment rather than being ar-
rested, so long as they did not have
outstanding warrants. This program is
a model for other communities. It em-
bodies the public health approach to
this epidemic that views substance
abuse as a disease and not purely a
criminal matter.

Well, what has happened? Imme-
diately after the announcement, the
police department had dozens of resi-
dents come forward, asking for help.
They were provided with social services
and rehabilitation options. Since the
program’s initiation, the Dixon Police
Department has helped to place more
than 100 individuals into treatment.
This is quite the cause for celebration,
especially in a small, rural community
where it can be incredibly difficult to
find open treatment slots. Months
later, many of these local residents are
now clean and on the path toward re-
covery.

What else has happened? Crime is
down, and the jail cells are not nearly
as full as they once were. Rather than
arresting addicts for petty crimes that
feed their addictions, they are being
steered towards long-term help.

Today I would like to celebrate the 1-
year anniversary of this program and
commend the Dixon Police Depart-
ment, Chief Danny Langloss, and their
partners in the treatment and advo-
cacy community who have helped to
make this program a success. The pro-
gram has now expanded to multiple
neighboring counties, including
Whiteside County and Livingston
County. When we talk about this
opioid epidemic and the need for all
stakeholders to step up and do their
part, the Safe Passage Initiative is a
worthy effort that is helping to turn
the tide.

Today there is a network of more
than 145 police departments and 300
treatment centers that are taking this
commonsense approach to addressing
the opioid crisis.

It is true that real barriers remain. I
know that the Dixon Police Depart-
ment struggles at times to find avail-
able beds for individuals that come for-
ward to their program. And that is why
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